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Agenda Code lists
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▪ Introduction

▪ Maintenance

▪ Terminal Facilities list

o Best practice

o Relevance of UN/LOCODE’s

▪ UN/LOCODE’s of UNECE by country

▪ JM4/ITIGG/120/v18 – Sönke Witt (HHLA)

Agenda
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• codes are machine-readable

• standard codes facilitate the communication

• standard codes reduce mapping tables 

Why are standard codes 

important?
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• Appropriate international codes list are missing or not sufficient

• Match perfectly the formats of the EDIFACT messages 

maintained by SMDG

Why use SMDG codes?
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• Handling Codes (introduced with BAPLIE 3.0)

• Blocking Codes (introduced with BAPLIE 3.0)
(to be renamed: STOWLOC)

• ATT Codes (introduced with BAPLIE 3.0)

• Delay Codes (IFTSAI and TPFREP; draft)

• Master Liner Codes

• Terminal Facility Codes

• SMDG Codes VGM Information 

• Codes for use in free text (FTX) segment of the UN/EDIFACT container
messages JM4/ITIGG/120/v18 (draft)
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Where to find the codes lists?
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New codes or requests for changes… 

• Via the link on the website 

A form to fill out can be downloaded from the website

• Business need for new codes or clarification of existing codes or 

existing codes lists – as result of the work in the different 

subgroups

Change log entries 

• change in terminals or names

• removed entries

How are they maintained?
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▪ Indicate the discharge location of a container if a vessel calls

at multiple terminals within a port

▪ Vessel tracking

▪ Container tracking

▪ Identification of terminal in reports (e.g. in TPFREP)

▪ …

Purpose
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• Check the correct terminal name and company name: 

o terminal/company website

o directly with the company operating the terminal

o website of the port

o shipping line agencies in the port 

• Check the correct UN/LOCODE

o UN/LOCODE List by country (UNECE)

• Check, if already an entry exists 

o via UN/LOCODEs  (columns in the Terminal Facilities List)

➢ might be used with different UN/LOCODEs

o geo-coordinates if available

o compare with Google maps 

Maintenance/Quality Check
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Unique by a combination of UN/LOCODE and Terminal Code

How to define a particular terminal by codes?

UN/LOCODE:

:139:6

RULED Terminal code: FCT

LOC+11+ RULED +FCT:TERMINALS:306

Example:

St. Petersburg / First Container Terminal 

Place/location identification

C517.e3225
Related place/location one

identification c519.e3223

(D.00B)
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▪ District (Postal code) versus Metropolitan Area (Metropolitan Code)

▪ Customs location versus geographical location

▪ terminals versus port 

▪ …

Different UN/LOCODEs for the same location



Agenda UN/LOCODE (UNECE)

► 14

Case:  Cartagena (Colombia):

▪ COCTG = Cartagena (function 1 = port)

▪ COCNR = TERMINAL DE CONTENEDORES DE CARTAGENA 

(CONTECAR) – function 1

▪ COSPC = SOCIEDAD PORTUARIA REGIONAL DE 

CARTAGENA – function 1
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▪ Bad condition of the  UN/LOCODE list (maintained by the UNECE)

▪ Difficulties in maintaining the list

o too much work load (one person only) 

o granularity of requests

UN/LOCODE (UNECE)

Current status

Measures

▪ Focal points (delegates nominated by governments)

▪ UN/LOCODE Advisory group (annual meetings)

▪ Revision of recommendation no. 16 (project)

UN/LOCODE conference 2015
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▪ nominated by UN member governments 

▪ NFP shall build up national networks

▪ Terms of Reference for the NFP

o Validation criteria:

➢Geographical locations

➢Relevant to international trade

National Focal Points (NFP)
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▪ describes the scope, the layout and the maintenance of the 

UN/LOCODE list

▪ includes the preconditions for new codes and their functions

▪ Project “Revision of Recommendation No. 16”

▪ Project members

o the focal points

o members of the advisory group

Recommendation No. 16
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▪ ambiguous UN/LOCODEs (see Chinese UN/LOCODE’s)

▪ unnecessary changes of codes (s.a.)

▪ UN/LOCODE’s for terminals that are within the boundaries of e.g. 

a city with a different code (see Cartagena …)

We want to prevent

• terminal codes only in child code lists

• references in an annex to the UN/LOCODE list to recognized 

child code list (like SMDG, BIC, IMO) 

• a better quality check – including the expertise of SMDG, BIC, 

etc..

• better definitions for the functions (1= port, 2= rail, 3=road, etc..)

Our requirements are
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▪ Approx. 860 entries

▪ Has been updated over a long time period (> 14 years?)

▪ Most requests come for additional codes

▪ Only a few requests for removal or correction of existing entries

The SMDG Terminal Facilities List
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▪ Revision: 

- Are there outdated entries?

- Are the terminal names and company names correct?

- Are there duplicate entries?

▪ Bring the coordinates into one format and fill the gaps

▪ Adjust the Chinese port codes in the Terminal Facilities list

Tasks:

Terminals: please check the entries for your terminals for correctness! 

→including the geo-coordinates

Shipping Lines: please check the entries on the liner codes list!


