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SMDG Meeting – Rotterdam - 12.-14.02.2019
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Agenda Master Terminal Facilities List
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1. Definitions and rules for the fields in the table

- UN/LOCODE / alternative UN/LOCODE

- Terminal Code (rules exist)

- Terminal Facility

- Company name

- Latitude/Longitude (format)

2. Change policy

3. Maintenance and Quality 

4. Revision of the list

- Tasks 

- Questionable entries

Agenda
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Agenda Terminal Facilities List
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Agenda Terminal Codes– Best practice
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The definition of a terminal is 

unique by a combination of UN/LOCODE and Terminal Code

Example:

St. Petersburg / First Container Terminal 
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Definitions/Rules
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1. It is unique when used together with the UN/LOCODE, but it is 

not unique on its own.

2. The terminal code is alpha-numeric, it consists of letters and/or 

numbers.

3. The terminal code has a length of 3 to 6 characters (compulsory)

4. The terminal code should denote the facilities of a terminal, but 

not the individual berth at the pier

Terminal Code (existing rules)
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Definitions/Rules

► 6

Assignment of UN/LOCODE/ alternative UN/LOCODE

Proposal: 

stay close to the definitions in 

Recommendation no. 16 of UN/CEFACT
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Definitions/Rules

► 7

“UN/LOCODE identifies a location in the sense of a city / a town / a 

village, being the smaller administrative area existing as defined by 

the competent national authority in each country.”

“Any ambiguity for duplication of the same location must be avoided. 

A location that matches the a.m. definition should not be included if it 

is geographically a part of an already existing location with a 

UN/LOCODE. If the function for the requested location is missing for 

the already existing location, than the function should rather be 

added to the existing location than creating an own UNLOCODE.”

Recommendation No. 16 (UN/LOCODE List by Country – UNECE) 

defines : 
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Agenda UN/LOCODE (UNECE)
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Example: Shanghai
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Definitions/Rules
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“Specific facilities located inside the area of a port, like terminals, 

repair yards or roadsteads, shall not be consider individually as a 

location. Exceptions are accepted for: 1) facilities that have a 

recognizable differentiated importance, be it economic, historical, 

scientific, political, military, or any other; or 2) facilities that are based 

on different sub-divisions to be clearly differentiated of the port to 

which it belongs, having clearly different geographical coordinates. 

Recommendation No. 16 (UN/LOCODE List by Country – UNECE) 

defines : 

Port facilities that are outside of the recognized area of a port can 

also be identified individually as a location.”
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Definitions/Rules
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1. First column: code value for the city or metropolitan 

region  (the one with the most functions)

2. Second column: code value for the sub-location “port” or 

the location being at quite a distance 

from the metropolitan area

Assignment of UN/LOCODE/ alternative UN/LOCODE
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Definitions/Rules
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• The terminal facility name shall be the official name as it appears 

on the website or in the signature of the terminal representatives, 

Terminal facility name
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Definitions/Rules
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• The company name in the list should represent the managing 

company

Company name
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Definitions/Rules
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1. Location shall be defined by geo-coordinates

2. Which reference points (middle of the terminal/quay, gate, office 

building, …)

3. Coordinates in degrees/minutes/seconds or in degrees with 

decimals?

Latitude/longitude

a. N 53° 31' 41“     E 009° 55' 42“

b. 53.52806°N 9.92833°E
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Change policy   
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Old entries have to be revised because they are outdated 

(privatization, the administration structure has changed, parts of the 

port renamed, …)

If the operating company changes, then the terminal code 

sometimes is asked to be changed

Example.

APM Terminals has its’ name in the codes (most of them have code 

“APMT”).

Request for change of codes
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Change policy   
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A change of codes will be allowed only in case of change of the 

managing company.

The old entry will be crossed out and remain like this for a while

before being finally removed. A „Valid until“-date will be set.

The action can be tracked in the change log.

Change of codes

© Copyright SMDG e.V



Maintenance and quality
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A revision is necessary, because …

• requests for terminal codes to be added – but requests for 

removals or changes in ownership are the exception

• official names of the terminals / terminal managing companies 

have changed or are simply not correct

If we want the SMDG Terminal codes to be used, then they need to 

have a good quality, need to be consistent and transparent.
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Revision     
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Example 

Request:

Existing entry in SMDG list:
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Revision
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Questionable entries
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Revision
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Per continent? Per country? 

Volunteers please!

Revision
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Revision
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Revision
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 Revision: 

- Are there outdated entries?

- Are the terminal names and company names correct?

- Are there duplicate entries?

 Bring the coordinates into one format

and fill the gaps

 Adjust the Chinese port codes in the Terminal Facilities list

Tasks:
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