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Code Usage

Recommendation JM4/272 provides for the use of the FTX segment below EQD in the Container Messages for 

transmission of a variety of information, including reports on container construction, attributes, and condition and 

instructions for special services or actions to be performed on a container.

The full methodology for use of these codes in the FTX is detailed in Recommendation JM4/272. 
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Code list details: Code Functions

The codes in this list are used in a variety of different functions:

 Invoice Instructions (INV) - instructions on preparation of an invoice.

 Other Service Information (OSI) - specific instructions relating to the preparation of the container.

 Indication of Damage Condition (DAR) - brief indication of container repair condition. Detailed damage reports 

are made using the DAM/COD segment group, where this is available in a message.

 Current Equipment Condition (ABS) - report on the current condition and/or status of a container, including 

confirmation that an action requested using HAN (Handling Instructions) has been performed.

 Handling Instructions (HAN) - instructions on action to be taken, or a condition to which a container should be 

prepared. The same codes can be used for the same functions in the HAN segment when it is present in a 

message. 
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Code list details: Dual Functionality

The list covers: instruction and report for the same function (defined by the subject qualifier e.g. “ABS”, “INV” …)

 If a particular code appears in an instruction message, it indicates that this action should be taken. 

 If it appears in a reporting message, it indicates that the same action has been undertaken.
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Code list details: List Extract
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SMDG Handling Code List

The list covers: Codes for Container Handling  and Codes for Container Stowing 

So far, no distinction between Handling and Stowing has been done.
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SMDG Handling Code List
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Next Steps

 Create three distinctive code lists: 

 Code list for Handling Instructions

 Code list for Stowing Instructions

 Code list for attributes

 Codelists will be maintained by SMDG.

 JM4 List for Codes in FTX Segments:

 Keep List as is because it is used by other groups in the transport sector aswell.

 List will not be maintained any more.

 Transfer Handling Codes and Attribute Codes to SMDG Code Lists (above) aswell.
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