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Code List governance

2 © SMDG e.V. www.smdg.org

◼ Stowage, Handling and Attribute Codeslists are maintained by the SMDG
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All three code lists are maintained by the SMDG. The lists are published on https://smdg.org/documents/smdg-
code-lists/smdg-handling-and-stoloc-code-lists/
Requests for a new code or for changes shall be addressed to: coderequest@smdg.org

https://smdg.org/documents/smdg-code-lists/smdg-handling-and-stoloc-code-lists/
https://smdg.org/documents/smdg-code-lists/smdg-handling-and-stoloc-code-lists/
mailto:coderequest@smdg.org


Attributes/Stowins/Handling - status
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◼ Operational usages of the SMDG Handling, Stowage, Attribute Code 
lists
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Handling Codes

Create a certain status, instruct 
to perform actions on a 
specific transport equipment

Stowage Code

Specific stowing instruction of 
a certain equipment on a 
means of transport

Attribute Code

These codes define properties 
or status of a transport 
equipment on a specific means 
of transport.

For some attribute codes an 
additional stowage instruction 
might be applied.



Attributes/Stowins/Handling - status
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Attribute Code List: Additional entries – on request of the CDC Workgroup
Other amendments



Attributes/Stowins
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Stow instructions

Specific stowing instruction of a certain equipment on a means of transport

+

Use Case: Stowage of Flexitanks on board: Attributes and Stowinstructions are needed

Example D.00B: FTX+ACF++FLX:ATTRIBUTES: 306
HAN+OND:STOWINS:306

Attributes

Specific stowing instruction of a certain equipment on a means of transport



Code List: HAN, STOW, ATT
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◼ A bit of history
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• Recommendation JM4/272 provides for the use of the FTX segment below EQD in the Container Messages
• Refered to as JM4 List in the industry

• Decisions taken by the SMDG Codes Subgroup in 2019 (SMDG Plenary #74 in Singapore):

Create three distinctive lists for Handling Instruction, Stowing Instructions and Attributes Codes:

To provide more clarity on how to use a code

Best possibility to distinct between the different purposes of the code

Leave JM4 List as is and not maintain the list any more by SMDG

• Discussion on workability with three lists

• Proposal: combine all codes into one list and mark codes according to usage as handling, stowage or 

attribute code



Delay Reason Codes
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◼ Operational usages of the SMDG Delay Reason Codes
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Terminal Performance Report TPFREP

In a Terminal Performance Report, the 
code describes the reason for non-
working times at the terminal during 
vessel operation. The result is extended 
working time at the terminal.

Vessel Schedule IFTSAI

In a vessel schedule, the code describes 
the reason why a vessel arrived late or will 
arrive later than planned at a terminal. 
The result will be a new ETA/ETB.



Code List governance
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◼ Delay Reason Codes
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Both code lists are maintained by the SMDG. The lists are published on https://smdg.org/documents/smdg-code-
lists/delay-reason-and-port-call-activity/
Requests for a new code or for changes shall be addressed to: coderequest@smdg.org

◼ Port Call Activity Codes

https://smdg.org/documents/smdg-code-lists/delay-reason-and-port-call-activity/
https://smdg.org/documents/smdg-code-lists/delay-reason-and-port-call-activity/
mailto:coderequest@smdg.org


Delay Reason and Port Call Activity Codes
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◼ Structure of the code lists
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Delay reason code list has 4 groups
The Delay reasons mostly describe unplanned, 
unwanted events

1. Ship related
example ENG – Engine repair
2. Shore related
example YRD Yard congestion
3. Cargo related
example LEK – Leaking container
4. Other
example WEA - Weather

Port Call Activity Code List

In a vessel schedule, the port call activity code 
describes a planned event which is 
communicated before vessel arrival. It is often 
contained already in the Long-Term Schedule 
for example drydock or phase-out,
or planned more short-term such as port 
omission or bunker call.
Examples:
OMIT- Port omission or DRYD- Dry dock



Delay Reason and Port Call Activity Codes
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◼ Technical usage of the Code lists

◼ The usage of these codes is independent of the technical transmission format!

◼ EDIFACT

The codes are used in IFTSAI (both lists) and TPFREP (delay reasons) messages

◼ API

The same delay reason and port call activity codes are used for example in the OVS Operational 

Vessel Schedule API published by the DCSA

◼ Other usage

Also the FMC in their draft guidelines for the planned MTDS = Maritime Transportation Data System is 

making reference to the SMDG Delay Reason Code List

2023-04 SMDG Meeting in Singapore
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